TEXTILES: WOOL	35
if the thread were badly spun it was constantly breaking,
and the weaver wasted considerable time in tying knots.
When the chain was a good one the weaver sometimes ac-
complished his task in eight or nine days ; when the chain
was a bad one, the weaver might work at it more than a
fortnight; but the average time was about fourteen days l.
The weaver was paid a gross sum from which numerous
deductions had to be made for expenses—glue, bobbins,
quilling, candles in winter-time, wear and tear of the harness
and loom; altogether these expenses were reckoned at
about 20 per cent.2. Summarizing the evidence, it would
appear that in the later eighteenth century a weaver received
the gross sum of 405. to 445. or the net sum of 313. to 35s.s
for work which occupied him between two and three weeks.
These figures, however, do not tell us even approximately
the average weekly earnings of the weaver the year through,
for there were times in the year when he was out of employ-
ment and, unless he worked with the fly shuttle (which only
came into general use towards the close of the eighteenth
century) 4, he needed either a hired assistant—a journeyman
or an apprentice—or the help of his wife or child5.
The journeyman weaver constituted the third grade of
textile producers. The broad distinction between
clothier and the master weaver was that the former owned
the material, the latter the instruments of production. The
journeyman weaver, on the other hand, owned neither
the one nor the other; he was merely the assistant of the
master weaver, working on the master's looms and as a rule
under the master's roof6. The number of journeymen
employed by a weaver depended upon the number of looms
which he kept. Before Kay invented the fly shuttle, two
persons were required to work a broad loom—the master
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